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Wildlife Disturbance Regulatory Setting

Site specific regulations for GFNMS address wildlife disturbance
through prohibitions such as:

Disturbing seabirds or marine mammals by flying motorized
aircraft at less than 1,000 feet (location specific);
Discharging or depositing (with exceptions);

Altering the seabed (with exceptions);

Taking any marine mammal, marine turtle, or bird; and
Attracting or approaching white sharks.




NOAA Regulatory Overflight Zones

« Specific zones along the coast designed to protect wildlife —
especially seabirds — from low overflights of planes and drones

e Failure to maintain a minimum altitude of 1,000 feet above

ground level over such waters is presumed to disturb marine
mammals or seabirds.
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Low Overflight Regulation Zones

Greater Farallones & Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuaries

Failure to maintain a minimum altitude of 1,000 feet AGL
above any such zone is presumed to disturb marine
mammals or seabirds and is prohibited by federal
regulations enforced by the National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration [15 CFR 922.82(a)(11) and

QS CFR 922.132(a)(6)]. See Sectional Chart for details./
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Point Reyes

1. Tomales Point
2. Point Reyes Headlands

3. Bolinas Lagoon and Duxbury Reef
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NOAA'’s primary goal is to ensure pilots flying along the West coast
are aware of the long-standing regulations on low overflights within
designed zones in west coast national marine sanctuaries
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— Helping Seabirds Thrive —

Address human disturbance to
breeding seabird colonies to
enhance the recovery of seabird
populations damaged by oil or
other contaminant spills along
the central California coast.




Current Chapters of the
Seabird Protection Network

Gualala Pt. to Bodega Head:
Largely funded by Bureau of Land Management;
Managed by Stewards of the Coast & Redwoods.
BodegaHeadloPtSur

by Luckenbach Trustee Council;
Ma\*dbdefoﬂheFm
Natonal Marine Sanctuary.
Pt Sur to Pt Mugu:
Funded by Torch/Platform lrene Trustee Council;
Managed by Bureau of Land Management.

Channel Islands:
Funded and managed by Montrose Settliements

T * Bodega Head — Pt.

SEABIRD i“
PROTECTION NETWORK S ur

April, 2015

o Channel Islands




SEABIREET

PROTECTION NETWORK

— Helping Seabirds Thrive —

Target Species




The Common Murre Story

Ron LeValleysaberek EesiRointBlte



Farallon Egg Wars




Gill Net Fishing + Qil Splls




The Murre's Path to Recovery

San Pedro
Rock ‘

Devil’s Slide
Rock

Colony Restoration in 1996



The Murre'’s Path to Recovery

Removed decoys in 2005.



Seabird populations are not safe yet:
Some species are still in decline
Disturbance comes from 3 main SOuUrces

1. Low flying aircraft

2. Close approaching boats

3. Humans on foot







Why are nesting areas sensitivee

One event can impact a
whole generation of
seabirds
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Presentations Events




Building Relationships with
Pllots and Boaters
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Materials E-Newsletter

7.3 Steer Clear of Seabirds
| SEABIRD .i !.

e aware—stay 1,000 feet from cliffs, offshore
B rocks & islands where birds nest & rest FROTECTIN T

Obme""' head ing or wing: ing

means “move away,” you are too close

A void harm—put fishing line in the trash, cover
bait & use barbless hooks or artificial lures

’I‘ ake precautions—prevent oil & fuel spills; use
non-toxic cleaners on your boat

Monthly Aviator
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3 ways to be Seabird Safe:

Keep a safe distance
1000 ft is best from a boat/plane




NOAA Marine Mammal
Viewing Guidelines

y At least 100 yards

’ At least 50 yards

At least 50 yards




3 ways 1o be Seabird Safe:

Steer around flocks




3 ways to be Seabird Safe:

Watch for signs you're too close




Gualala

Del Mar Landing

Stewarts Point

Gerstle Cove
Salt Pomt RN

- - -\!
Russian River ' Santa Rosa
Bodega Bay
Bodega Head Estero Americano
- Estero de San Antonio
Petaluma
o Drakes Estero s
{ Estero de Limantour
R
\ San Rafael
\
\ \\ Point Reyes Headlands .. Duxbury Reef
=
o ¢
=

North Central Coast m San
Marine Protected Areas : Francisco
ERcti My . 2010 FarallonlIslands | ©
l:] State Marine Reserve

no take
: State Marine Conservation Area

' some limited take allowed o

State Marine Recreational Management Area

some limited take allowed Montara A : Half Moon

Special Closure Pillar Point "~ Bav

no disturbance area




Know Your MPASs:
Bodega Head SMR / SMCA
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Russian River

California Marine Protect
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Reporting Violations:
State Warden Force

Sonoma Coast CDFW Ward
411 Tiffany Wolvek
707-575-5045

« 1-888-334-CalTIP
« Text to fip: 847-411
* Tip411: Web app

What to report: poaching, MPA violations,
illegal dumping




Reporting Violations:
State Parks

o3 e
g LA

« Sonoma Coast Ranger Station
707-875-3483

 What fo report:
Seal violations at Russian Rivermouth



Reporting Violations:
NOAA Enforcement

* NOAA Law Enforcement Hotline
* (800) 853-1964

* What to report:
Seabird and Marine Mammal Violations

Overflight Violations



When Reporting
Violations, Remember:

* Log or photograph
any vehicle, CF or N numbers

* Photograph the incident in progress
» Give a full account of the incident:

where and when it occurred:
Individuals involved



Wildlite Disturbance
Reporting Form

www.SeabirdProtectionNetwork.or
9]

Latest News Get Updates! Have You Witnessed a

A . s
= Seabird Spotlight: Rhinoceros Enter your email address to Wildlife Disturbance?

Auklet January 29, 2015 subscribe to this blog. New posts will

From the Flight Deck, Part 2: be delivered to your inbox.
Wildlife conservation

collaborations: the USCG Email Address snvironment is a thrilling experience:
iliarv. West Coast National environment 1s a thnlling expenence;

however animals need snace to find

Seeing marine wildlife in their natural



http://www.seabirdprotectionnetwork.org/
http://www.seabirdprotectionnetwork.org/

Any human-related harassment, flushing,
displacement, harm and/or agitation of wildlife,
which includes but is not limited to operating a
vessel or aircraft or to do any other act that
results in the disturbance of nesting or roosting
seabirds or resting marine mammals.
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You clearly observed an egregious disturbance at a
marine mammal or seabird colony by a boater or pilot
(flushing/tramping, egg or chick loss)

You have photographic evidence; or identifying
Information (CF or N number; specific description of
vessel or aircraft)




Report incident as soon as possible

Specific information is essential and must be
accurately documented

Photos or video recording a wildlife
disturbance incident - confirm details of the
Incident



Multi-step process

Step 1: Access the online form at
www.SeabirdProtectionNetwork.org

Step 2: Complete the form with as much detail as possible
Overview of Wildlife Disturbance Reporting)

Step 3: SUBMIT form

Step 4: You will receive an email with a PDF of your
completed form attached

Review form thoroughly

Attach any photos, video or maps of the disturbance incident
to email


http://www.seabirdprotectionnetwork.org/

Wildlife Disturbance Reporting Form

Reporters Persanal Information
* Required

First Name *

S Complete your
emai. report in 5-7 minutes

Phone *

| Continue » | [ |
5% completed

Powered by This form was created inside of Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

O« JSI.'E Lirive Report Abuse - Terms of Service - Additional Terms




Incident Information

Date of Incident *

|mmfddf1.r1.rﬁ,r1.r |

Start Time of Incident *

Example: 11:00 AM

Duration of Incident *

'Hrs v | :|Mins v|:|Secs v |

Weather Condition *
This field also describes ceiling height for aircraft

I Low fog (below 500 feet)

' Medium fog (500 - 1000 feet)
| High fog (> 1000 feet)

i Cloudy {unknown fog)

i Clear (Blue skies)

I Unknown

| « Back || Continue » |

11% completed




i Report Wildlife Crimes

Marine Protected Area Violations or Poaching:
California Dept of Fish and Wildlife - CalTIP
1-888-334-CalTIP or Tip411 Web App

Wildlife Harassment:
Sonoma Coast Ranger Station
707-875-3483

NOAA Overflight Zone Violations:
NOAA Enforcement Hotline
800-853-1964

For Egregious Cases with Clear Evidence:
Fill Out Wildlife Disturbance Reporting Form
SeabirdProtectionNetwork.org



How You Can Help

1. Advise people to keep distance
from wildlife on the coast

2. Know your MPAs and Special
Closures

3. Report Violations



Discussion:
Approaching Violators
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