
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES ACT (NMSA) originally passed in 1972 
MISSION: to serve as the trustee for the nation's system of marine protected areas and to 
conserve, protect, and enhance their biodiversity, ecological integrity and cultural legacy.
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What	do	we	do	to	fulfill	our	mission?

1. Research/Conservation	Science	- Learn	about	the	ecosystem

2. Education	- Educate	the	public,	schools,	users

3. Volunteer	Programs/Citizen	Science	programs	

4. Regulations

5. Resource	Protection	- Oil	Spill	Response/Prevention;	Policy

6. Sanctuary	Advisory	Council	- Advises	the	Sanctuary	
Superintendent	on	management	priorities



9%-7-%$'(:%2+1/;*,&'(3'51-*+)/<(0'++%,5

!"#$%&'$(")"(%*$+,-.#"/0&%)/*%1234!%.55*$&&%6"-5-")$%5"&#,*7.0($%
#8*/,+8%'*/8"7"#"/0&%&,(8%.&9%

= :"&#,*7"0+%&$.7"*5&%/*%;.*"0$%;.;;.-&%7<%)-<"0+%;/#/*"=$5%
."*(*.)#%.#%-$&&%#8.0%>?@@@%)$$#%A-/(.#"/0%&'$(")"(BC%

= :"&(8.*+"0+%/*%5$'/&"#"0+%A6"#8%$D($'#"/0&BC%
= E-#$*"0+%#8$%&$.7$5%A6"#8%$D($'#"/0&BC%
= F.G"0+%.0<%;.*"0$%;.;;.-?%;.*"0$%#,*#-$?%/*%7"*5C%.05
= E##*.(#"0+%/*%.''*/.(8"0+%68"#$%&8.*G&H%



NOAA Regulatory 
Overflight Zones
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Low Overflight Regulatory Zone

• Disturbing	marine	
mammals	or	seabirds	by	
flying	motorized	aircraft	
at	less	than	1,000	feet	
AGL

• Failure	to	maintain	a	
minimum	altitude	of	
1,000	feet	above	ground	
level	over	such	waters	is	
presumed	to	disturb	
marine	mammals	or	
seabirds.
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NOAA’s primary goal is to ensure pilots flying along the West coast 
are aware of the long-standing regulations on low overflights within 

designed zones in west coast national marine sanctuaries
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Why is disturbance a problem?



How do we disturb seabirds?

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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" Quantify and describe disturbance incidents along 
California coast
" seabird breeding and roosting sites
" marine mammal haul-outs

Why Report a Wildlife Disturbance



What is a Wildlife Disturbance

" Any human-related harassment, flushing, 
displacement, harm and/or agitation of wildlife, 
which includes but is not limited to operating a 
vessel or aircraft or to do any other act that results 
in the disturbance or molestation of nesting or 
roosting seabirds or resting marine mammals.



Seabird Disturbance

" A seabird disturbance is defined as any event that results in the 
following actions:
! Birds flying off the rock or moving from their nest, resting site or rafting 

area
! Any event which causes eggs or chicks to be exposed (adult moves 

away from the egg or chick), displaced (egg or chick moves from nest 
site), or taken (egg/chick is depredated).

! An event that causes birds to be visibly agitated or alerted, including 
“head-bobbing” in Common Murre (birds moving their heads up and 
down) and alert postures in cormorants (e.g., heads up and alert, 
wing-flapping).

" It may not be necessary to complete the Wildlife Disturbance 
Reporting Form for an incident that results in only head-bobbing



Marine Mammal Disturbance

" A marine mammal disturbance can be defined as 
any event that results in the following actions:
! Head-alert is defined as a pinniped raising its head 

from a resting position. The animal will turn its head in 
the direction of potential danger.

! Flushing behavior constitutes the animal moving 
towards or into the water. The animal is flushed from the 
resting position.



How to Report a Disturbance

" Report incident as soon as possible
" Specific information is essential and must be 

accurately documented
" Photos or video recording a wildlife disturbance 

incident - confirm details of the incident



How to Report a Disturbance

" Multi-step process
! Step 1: Access the online form at 

www.SeabirdProtectionNetwork.org
! Step 2: Complete the form with as much detail as possible 

# Overview of Wildlife Disturbance Reporting)
! Step 3: SUBMIT form
! Step 4: You will receive an email with a PDF of your completed 

form attached
# Review form thoroughly
# Return a reply email confirming all information is correct
# Provide information on any changes or additions to the form in your 

reply email. 
# Attach any photos, video or maps of the disturbance incident to email



























QUESTIONS

Sage Tezak
Manager, Seabird Protection Network
Sage.Tezak@noaa.gov
415.970.5243
w w w . S e a b i r d P r o t e c t i o n N e t w o r k . o r g
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Special Closures
• Point Reyes  

• Point Resistance

• Double Point

• Devil’s Slide Rock

• North Farallon Islands

• South East Farallon Island 




